








DONOR PROFILE

Visit to the Poetry Collection
Inspires Students’ Gift

by: JAMES MAYNARD, Assistant Curator, The Poetry Collection
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Impressed and inspired by their class visit to the Poetry Collection,
during which Curator Michael Basinski gave a history of the
collection and presented a number of significant, rare, and
otherwise noteworthy poetry items, the students in Professor
McCaffery’s Modern and Contemporary Poetry course decided
among themselves to make a class donation. More specifically, they
wanted to raise funds to repair the binding of the Poetry Collection’s
first edition of Gertrude Stein’s Tender Buttons (Claire Marie,
1914), an important volume
of linguistic innovation and
a favorite of the English 361
students.

A strong advocate for the
Poetry Collection, Professor
McCaffery, David Gray
Chair of Poetry and Letters,
introduces his students to
the primary materials of the
collection each semester.
Commenting on the respect
these particular students
developed for the materiality
of the collection’s holdings,
McCaffery states, “In my
entire history of teaching,
this spontaneous collective
gift was unprecedented. To
me it indicates the value placed on rare and fragile items. It was
a rare gesture, and in our current predominantly digital world, an
almost revolutionary gesture”

This gift will ensure that the Poetry Collection’s first edition of
Gertrude Stein’s Tender Buttons receives the physical conservation
it requires, and will be available for the benefit of students and
scholars for decades to come. Once the repair work is complete,
Professor McCaffery’s students will be honored with an
acknowledgment slip placed inside the book.

Gertrude Stein,
(Claire Marie, 1914), before conservation.

Michael Basinski with Professor Steve McCaffery and English 361 students.

Such a donation underscores the Poetry Collection’s need for
ongoing maintenance of its renowned collection of modern and
contemporary poetry publications, some of which have become
endangered over time. It also demonstrates how preservation
funding can come from diverse sources. Historically, the collection
has received conservation awards from individuals and private
foundations, but never—until last fall—from a group of students.
“By this act of simple philanthropy;” notes Curator Basinski, “our
young scholars and poets have become curators in the realm of
the poem?”

This is not the first time that Professor McCaffery has directly
supported the University Libraries’ Poetry and Rare Books
collections. Last year he sponsored the rebinding of a 1482 edition
of The Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius as part of the Gray
Chair’s commitment to an annual restoration, a generosity that
is most appreciated for its long-term care of the rare and special
items in both collections.

For more information about other conservation projects in need
of funding, please contact the curators at (716) 645-2917 or
lpo-poetry@buftalo.edu. Gifts to the Poetry Collection can be
made online by visiting library.buffalo.edu/giving.
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Photos, floor plans and
architectural models
highlight “Wayfinding”
exhibit, Lockwood
Library (May 2010).




EXHIBITION PROFILE

by: KEN HOOD, Facilities Planning & Management Officer, UB Libraries

One of the greatest rewards of my 30-year career in the University
at Buffalo Libraries was the recent opportunity to engage in the
process of “wayfinding” with students and faculty of UB’s School
of Architecture and Planning. This energizing and enlivening
experience brought together the old, established and known with
the new, futuristic and imaginative.

In my relatively new role as Facilities Planning and
Management Officer for the University Libraries, I had a strong
desire to understand the workings and professional perspectives
of architects and designers. I inquired about the possibility
of working with a group of students on “wayfinding” for the
Libraries, and UB Associate Professor M. Beth Tauke responded
enthusiastically, developing a syllabus for her Inclusive Design
Research Group studio during the fall semester 2009.

We journeyed through the creative process together.
Background readings and research requirements were extensive.
Each student developed an understanding of the rich history of
libraries, the dynamic changes libraries are undertaking, and
what the future holds for the notion of “library” The scope of
their research was local, national and international. In particular,
they studied the UB Libraries, focusing on Lockwood Memorial
Library-its convoluted structure and its potential for being the
“heart” of the University. What they discovered was far greater.
They discovered the “soul” of Lockwood Library, a soul made
manifest in their new and imaginative designs.

Initially, the students tried to “find” Lockwood from various
points on campus using various sensory cues. For our first
meeting, the students stood in the courtyard area outside
Lockwood, and I waved them in to meet me in the Government

Documents area. They could easily see me; but to reach me, they
needed to find the main entrance on the building’s second floor
and navigate two intertwined, glass-enclosed staircases.

It was an amusing yet telling experiment. Their “inclusive
design” perspectives provided useful information regarding the
navigational needs-visual, auditory, physical-of our library
users. The syllabus went further, requiring students to use online
sources, on-site services and other means, to locate specific,
esoteric items. All of these interfaces were analyzed, providing
the students with the experience and understanding needed to
design a Lockwood Library of the future. Their design models and
visions were beautiful!

I was so impressed by the project, I asked the students to create
an exhibition of their work to share with Libraries faculty and staff.
Again, Professor Tauke accepted the challenge and developed
an independent study for the spring semester 2010. This subset
of the original studio group prepared an exhibit of their design
models, accompanied by narrative descriptions of their work and
a video presentation. The students also participated in a Libraries’
Town Forum to outline, for library staff and guests, what the
students had discovered and to discuss how they imagined a new
Lockwood.

Collaborating with these students and learning how
architects approach their work, how they think and how their
creative imaginings take concrete form were rich and rewarding
experiences. It is my hope that developing more programs like
these will foster stronger bonds with colleagues across the
disciplines.

To read more, visit library.buftalo.edu/findinglockwood
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARS

by: Jill Hackenberg, Associate Librarian

Last summer, I had the privilege of working with a group of international
post-graduate students who spent three weeks at UB during July and
August. The students were part of the 2010 Humphrey Fellowship
Program, a Fulbright Program activity funded by the U.S. State
Department and run by the Institute of International Education.

The students’ UB visit was coordinated by UB’s English Language
Institute, and after completing their orientation, the students moved on
to other host institutions to complete their coursework. While at UB, the
students attended courses that included Writing for Advanced Studies
and American English Pronunciation. A significant part of their program
included information literacy classes in one of the UB Libraries’ hands-on
computer classrooms.

During these classes, my colleague Associate Librarian Chris Hollister
and I taught the students how to conduct library research effectively, and
we discussed how American libraries differ from libraries in their home
countries. Our discussions included searching the UB Libraries’ online
catalog (BISON), using subscription databases to find journal articles, and
searching the Internet. Since some international students have limited
experience using subscription databases and search engines such as
Google, we also discussed how to evaluate websites for accuracy, bias
and truthfulness.

Near the end of their stay, the students, who were from Bahrain,
China, Egypt, India, Ivory Coast, Kosovo, Mauritania, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine and Zimbabwe, hosted a celebration and
invited faculty who had worked with them to enjoy food and music from
their home countries. This delightful gathering was a highlight for me. I
enjoy interacting with international visitors, and after our classes together
are finished, I often find that I've learned as much from our meetings
as they have!



