
Downloading Full-text Worldwide Patents from  ESP@CENET 
 
Unlike the U.S. Patent Office web site which restricts users to printing or saving patents 
one page at a time, ESP@CENET permits downloading of the entire patent with a single 
command, including U.S. and foreign patents. However, it is easy to miss this feature, 
unless one does the following steps. 
 

1) After performing a search, click on any patent title in the results listing to retrieve 
the full record. 

2) Click on the “Original Document” tab at the top of the display.  If this tab is 
grayed out, full-text of this particular patent is not available from this site. 

3) An Adobe Acrobat Reader window with the first page of the document will open. 
Do NOT use the print, save, or email buttons in your web browser or on the 
Adobe Acrobat toolbar immediately above the page image.  One and only one 
page will print/save/email, despite the page count at the bottom of the screen 
indicating multiple pages available. 

4) The entire patent can be downloaded/saved only by clicking on the “Save Full 
Document” link in red on the command bar appearing immediately above the 
patent title.  

5) An image with recognizable, though somewhat disguised, characters will pop up. 
Type in the displayed text and hit the Submit button.  The purpose of this window 
is to block massive, automatic downloads of patent after patent.  

6)  Assuming correct input of the characters, a pop up window will give you the 
choice of Opening or Saving the patent.  Picking either button will download the 
patent to your computer. If you choose Open, an Adobe Acrobat Window will 
automatically open and display the full-text of the patent.  If you choose Save, 
you will need to click on the saved, downloaded file to open it. One can then print 
or email the file from within this window.   
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