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~lma ~atrr ~ong 
As sung for tha llrst t lm• by tha U. of B. OLEE CLUB 

Snson •os- '06 

r rJ.tJ f · 
Jl•jo•< 11, S.un3!:, ... ; i,,f-,.,1 foll, ]!,.,;,, L.t,[,;,, wh--;:;.,-4..,~f ./«/>, 
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Ofj ,.,,;,.,' J• (.P tcac.l, ~··"" rli·,,., S•onl,, ,,,,1,,,Ar.Jcru A1Ttf c.lij(1u,yn 11tJ•f.u1,~rw "f., 
H,,._ P,.,. b••• 1/uwl .. d 1'lu 11 ,i..11 ,lido Fr.,,, ro<f t, T••k I,.;, t. !,, ocoqn ,.,1, 

-x- --- - -~ ---.=~~~-

CASE 1 

The first alma mater for the University at Buffalo was written in 1903 by two 
alumni, Walter S. Goodale and Samuel B. Botsford. Botsford, lyricist, 
was a graduate of the Law School in 1902 and Goodale, composer, 
graduated from the Medical school in 1903. In addition to composing the 
alma mater, they also established the Glee Club and Mandolin Club, which 
they maintained and performed in until 1907. The alma mater was arranged 
for the Glee Club in 1905, by Henry S. Hendy. Additionally, it was 
arranged for instrumental ensemble by Herman E. Schultz, a local 
composer, and Livingston Gearhart, composer, pianist and arranger, and 
member of the music faculty from 1955-1985. Gearhart’s arrangement can 
be found on an LP owned by the Music Library which contains other 
favorites of the marching band (see the case Fight songs, Marches, and 
More). In 2006, University students updated Botsford’s lyrics and 
performed them at the Commencement Ceremony in 2007. 
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       Samuel B. Botsford         Walter S. Goodale
       Courtesy of University Archives         Courtesy of University Archives 

Alma Mater (arr. by Herman E. Schultz) 
1st Violin and Banjo parts 
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Alma Mater (arr. Livingston Gearhart) 



 

 
 

 

 

UB Alma Mater 

Mltsif lrr L"B Jl111lr11.u UI l~.t. Lmt.'J aJ,,rrnJ 

by (,'li JtitJ.:,.fJ m .'l(.(16 kr M,Jt,,1,WoJr, W#, 

Vff~l: 

The-pnJr o( ow Jpiri, 1nJ 1nJn10n. 

Our .tnu m.ua'i rrutb and namcdrdtrc. 

Cc-lcbr,1,JC' out hu.tot)' •nd wltdon1i. 

0 let 1n .all pr~p.iH' to •m~ hn slw1, 

ltefr*' 

To Bull.tlo II.II hill to lb«. 

VI-IMl ; 

Wr'JI ~ uq? our ltlnd,iJI h.tgh,. 

And Mng UBS pr;U,a t.o lM •kf. 

(R,rpni1,nfn11.1,} 

VttM J: 

Our-mCIMh ._•~ maJc,wt1h tin du, bu,d, 

Livingston Gearhart 
Courtesy of University Archives 

Page of the 2007 Commencement program featuring the updated 
lyrics to the Alma Mater 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THC UNIVCR DITY or eur .. Al.0 

:t.4:t.~ .......... ,. .. 11:11'1' 

• 11~u~a ••• l'fp, ¥a•.< 

J.-anll,19S'1 

TOI JIil'. ! Obaf'l. W. Kol.a 
)'!l- . ~1.V .... l.U• 

• • , ktl&C«n.Mt. 

&• 7ou .-.c..U, l&at yu.r ~ S\aldaa'lt hbllc I Wl.i.ota Ci-1t.W4 
.-ponHr.d • .occ coatut ror- a NW al» •\.er (ballad ~ MaC} 
&Jlld • U. B. ff.pl. IOCIC• 

ll.U!Oqll ~ QI lial\.ed l'UJ)ODH , u» to~ puaou nbm_t,.-

~ -~·· 
l)e,'fid N&liaa'I' (2) 
I . V. ltUcll (1) 
~ Cr-Pd'ord. (1) 

=~~g~ 
Dr. Cht:r•t.1• (1) 
Cllarl .. W. D'U&•la (1) 
Cvol krDo!faky (1) 

'ftM S .P.a.o . 11N uted t.M\. " aoTS w couida-ll!C jud,J.nc t.bt•• \.une,a . Du, I &a t.ttcl.oll.nf U:111 •O~• • il.&a 11DC1l0Md U a 
_.udu t.alliAa: ot t.b• candit.iOM. 

l.tl4r TOU baft W aii apparW;Q.\l:7 \.a dt,~ .a..~~ 
J.s UiCINOl coap11Ul.ioD for • ooat.Nl., v1ll 7w pi..... ht N DIO'II' 
~ \ha.ti w an &n&111• a .. l.1QC Id.th Vllll&a lft:Nt\ (~.n u,. 
\M al.USU), )Ir. t«t Si.d:IIN, Md lt1ebud LiHiandro, Ut• ~ 
ot \Jl.tt s . .1.1.c. 

hdau\.JOII w1.llvul. to.on OIi Uliau .ooaupo1-dbl11. 
Pratlkl.1, I ba'l'II ~ N.IJIOMn.l• tu- a d.i.:t 1a ••lllC '61a !onud . 

CASE 2 
An article announcing a song contest was published in the Spectrum on 
Dec. 9, 1955. It called for songs “truly representative of the University of 
Buffalo.” Song entries were to follow one of two classifications: 

1. “A University fight song i.e. on the order of the Notre 
Dame, Wisconsin, George [i.e. Georgia] Tech, etc. victory 
marches. Songs for this category must be written in a 
march tempo.” 

2. “A ballad type song i.e. like the Halls of Ivy, Wiffenpoof, 
Sweetheart Songs etc. Songs of this category must be 
written at a tempo not to exceed a moderate 4/4 time.” 

The contest was open to all students, faculty and alumni of the University of 
Buffalo. Response to the contest was limited. Only 10 entries were 
received and the judging committee refused to pick a winner in either 
category from such a small pool of applicants. 

The judging committee included the following members: Herbert W. 
Beattie and Robert Mols, founders of the Music Department in 1953 and 
faculty members; William Everett, representing the alumni; Tom Heanle, 
representing the student body; Theodore Siekman, Director of Alumni 
Relations; Talman W. Van Arsdale Jr., Director of the Development 
Office; and Jack Deeringer, Dean of Students. 
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--------- ~· 

Irving Cheyette 
Courtesy of University Archives 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clu ,11 2~ Ballad 

'l'ti• chill-■ rin~ out trOftl bl.Rh ■l>oYo u■, 
To oall u• to th••• h-1111 vo lovo; 

'We he■r thro~out tho 1••r11 we labor , 
'l'holr o•ll to loarn ■ll ahe abo'V"e, 

And ~\!:: ~~=: r b~ 9=~~ t!n~o ~o uo • 

'J'b&t. thoua)\ ..,. 1••·· OW" baaru l"IIIH11'l , 
Porever at U , B, 

Cl&H 1- Pi~ht. S ong 

John Pott.a 
).4J&. ••rd•n Road 
lte~l'o Zl, !few York 

ft.e Splrl t •r 81.l!talo 

John Pott■ 
344 ill.l"d.man Ho&d 
Kel\lOOr■ 2) , Mev 'fort 

Clan 2- Ballad 
Th• Ch.1 .. ■ 

ClUI 1- ~Sftt SOft.8 

John Petta 
)44 'Nardu.n Road 
Xen11110re 23, NN 'fork 

!11ght on., tight on ror O . or 8. , 
Pi,tht on, r1Rbt on t o v1oto:rn 

Plunge down that llne to re a ch ot.ir goal, 
Teat" down the goal pe a t p,olt l:liJ pole ; 

8?"1ng back the troph7 to our hall■, 
A.l 1 those again■ t u■ now •\U t ta11; 

'Ile vlll ahow thoia t,h a t th•y c ann ot be a t tha Blu• an d ,tbito, 
So, tight on , JOU eui1 1, tight, tight. 

John Pett a 
'4b,. Wa.rdun Road 
Kenzoro 23, How York 

Examples of submissions to the Song Contest entered by John Potts 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
              

FEDERATED ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

UN IVERS IT Y OF BUFFALO t"I~"''' ''" 

Special Song Sheet 
UN IVE RSIT Y DAY, 1917 

• • • 
THE OLD COLLEGE YELL 

Respectfully dedicated to Prof. Richard F. Morgan 

WoTds and music by Jay Mark Ward, Pb.G., '06 , Rochester, N. Y. 

A call that is thrilling 
A tone that is filling 
The air with its magical spell 
Is the music so dear 
That comes to the ear 
Io the sound of the Old College Yell. 

'Tis always the story 
Brought back, with the glory 
Of visions that no one can tell, 
How over the mountains 
The sea and the fountains 
Comes the sound or T he Old College Yell. 

c,:, 

i~~;:~::-
~1131>usic that ever yet fell 

E ips of the people , ,ti 'n the steeple, 
ti .f i rs for the Old College Yell( 

sP': ,~ 

• ~mo~~ 
Aod~~wwdl 
With gj}j r the College 
That o knowledge 
And gave u e Old College Yell. 

CASE 3 
Sheets and booklets of UB school songs were released in various 
collections. Special song sheets were released for various events, such as 
University Day and the 1929 Endowment Fund Campaign, a movement 
to raise money for campus improvement and expansion. In the early years 
of the university, different departments (such as the Pharmacy School) 
issued their own collections containing songs both about the university and 
their department as well as other popular songs. As UB grew and became 
more unified, department song sheets were rarely printed; instead, booklets 
for the entire university were issued. 

Jay Mark Ward 
Courtesy of University Archives 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
         

 
 

 
 
 

SONG SHEET 

Univ e rs ity of Buff alo 
Endowment Fund 

Campaign 
October 11th to 29th, 1929 

1 
SIDE BY SlD E 

Oh, we ain't got a barrel or money, 
Maybe we' re ragged and funny, 
But we'll travel along, si ngin' a song, 

Side by aide. 

Don't know what's comin' to-mo rr ow, 
Maybe it's trouble and sorrow, 
But we'll travel the road, sharin' our load, 

Side by side. 

Thru all kinds ot weather! 
What if th e sky should fa I, 
Just as long as we're together 

It doesn't matter at all. 

EF \at 

When they've all had their quarre ls and parted 
We'll be the same as we started, 
Just trav'lin along, singin' a song, 

Side by side. 
(Copyrl1lhl, Shal)lro, &,-n,uln t, Co., N. Y.) 

2 
MOON LIGHT AN D ROSES 

Moonlight and roses 
Bt-ing wonderful memories of you-

My heart reposes 
In beautiful thoughts so true. 

J une-light discloses 
Love's golden dreams sparkling anew­

Moonlight and roses 
Bring memories of you. 

AF lnt 

(Copy1'1i,llt. J9U, Vflla Moret San FTnn«"~) 

3 
T HE BELLS OF ST. MARY'S E Flat 

The Bells of St. Mary's, Ahl hear they are calling 
The young loves-the true loves who come from the 

sea, 
And so, my belo,•ed, when red leaves are falling 
The love-bells shall ring out-ring out for you and 

me. 
(Cop:i,•risrht, 1917, AKhetbtrir. Hopwood 6 Cr«W, Ltd.) 

4 
HI-RO THE MERRI O 

I wake up each morning, singing merrily 
Hi-Ro the Merrio as long as she lo,•es me 
I can laugh at tro ubles, I'm happy as can be 
Ri- Ro the Merrio as long as she loves me 
Just like a rooster I kee p erowin' 
She started something and she's got me go-in' 
Bring on all your bundles; bring 'em C. 0 . D. 
Hi-Ro the Mer r lo as long as she loves me. 

(Copyri.Rht. Jt"rome-n. Remick & Cu. l 

   1929 Endowment Fund 
   Campaign poster 

Courtesy of University Archives 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pharmacy 

AMERICA 

~~;:~~J ~}1ii~~~~~-
or lhoe I ,Ing; 

Land wh12:ro my fa th en dled. 
Land of the pilgrim's pride, 
From O\"ry mountain aide, 

Let frecdo1u ring. 

Al.llA MATER 
When:- one the Tndian trod the si'kmt wood, 
J:\.bove the lx!ac.h where antlered d~r ha.ve stood , 
Where martyN brought the Caitb, and patriot awordi1 
Mae .tnbled of t to T'l),pel lnvadin,a hordes . 

(Chorw,) 
Brot htn, lonhi:ht we eing the chorus Cr~ 
Pledging the health of our Unh•erall),', 
To U. o! B., to U. o! B, 
Our Alma M.att'r by t he Inland 3ea. 

ALUMNI SONG 
Enshri ned h1 the beautiful rit)' 
That eits by an inland .sea 
A~ the wonderfu l build i l\gA of le:aminJ ­
The ColleKe that '15 deareat to me. 

~-:~ t.~::~J;i:!i1l~~~·~:e~g~i:1ff.At 
Wh ile Time, with the. tip of his finger, 
T urns lf("ntly the page or the pn:iil. 

Away are th6 !Ad$ and the 1usiea 
Whose heart.A were so ray 11nd iso hrlght; 
They have joined in tho rueh of the ~ 
1n the world . to battle for right. 
But t hough Time sh 1dl furrow their fnce..lli 
And th reaten our temp\c !'I with grey, 
Allegiance all cares 8till dlspbces. 
The okl love that thrills us to.day. 

Then sinr we her ,>ral&cts fo~ver 
The fadclce8 old Blue and the White; 
She is crowned with Immortal ~plendor 
And dowered with lo\Te of the righl. 
A song then tor old Alm.a Maler 
We waft to the An¥@I! on high 
From h(!Hrta that hA\'C never forgot h@r 
Tho' yeal'fl may hav e long !!.inee pRAA@d by. 

Song 

Sheet 

IN U-llE~JJA JJALI. 

Tune (In Bohemia Half) 

In Sciente Hall, in Sci•mc~ Hall , 
Whe.re Julian Park il'i king . 

By early fnll, the) ,11 id.rnnglr all 
t f they don't build a wint, ' 

For they need nbout ~ix n0-ort1 
They're crowded to the do-on 

And they don't gl\•e a hoo tor CO2 
In Science Hall. 

In Medic Hall, iu Medic Hall, 
Whore Sumner .JonC3 i& ki ng, 

ln Medic Holl. us l recall. 
Tht y 3moke and butt.$; thc:r Ring, 

To f:l:lOS) IL no one'1 able, 
So 'lay h on Ule table.' 

Thoy don't gh •e a damn !or an)' old m:in 
In Medic: Hall . 

ln Lawyer& Hall, in Lawyers Hull, 
Whe.re Alden playi, t he king. 

The Lawyers Hall is near them all 
The court. the jail, the 'liling.' 

To keep from ja il they 're able 
By pull and hot air bllble 

They don 't gl\'e II d11n,n fnr Ulw!l o r mnn 
ln l,awyerg l-lall. 

In Dentists Half. In Dentists Half 
Where Dann}' Squin:-: ~ kin.It' • 

In Dentists Half. they fill them· all, 
They hurt. you cus.s. they stinr. 

Oh-ria:~ t~1~~:~I,to:~:n:tble, 
For the.y don't gh•e ll. (fa.m.n for an~• o1(1 m.,11 

In De_nti sta Hall 

In Foster Hall, In Poster Hall, 
Where Gregon· Is klnsr 

The;y mix them il l. bul no high ball 
The nu. the pop, lhe !!!ling. 

With n ~mell jm!lt like {I .glable 
To drink them no one '!ll able 

Fo;rt t~~!:rH:,i.t they c:an, kill~ nny 01,1 m:\n 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

SONG BOOK 

8u tla lo 

T-. "0,,.Fi'__..,,.. 

IV~ll,,Afiull.B---.M 0,'fft. 

,1, .. .... TWril ...... tl ~ DQ.ltl t 

~ "l? 1c dF.,-~o L"nr will 

~1r li'1:" :.c1 !QI Lor~ .... ith ,kill 
Aio I p,,id tMf~"DurSir, .. aid I, 
"'F°' the-bat wha-c did you qu.alifyT' 
,f;l5 i}~p 1./J: p,Aoasr'y ~~ ,tply 

: duta~mf·-;:-r,n0~hlq: tootla. 

A h•h oC tool, rdief ronooch 
BUFFALO 
"O. Thanh .. ...d I "B.rt whercdar Man.. 
Did )4'.Nf'" learn N 'Wot:U your <kata l art?" 
I I,:, 1-tt.red a.ad a111.•~ with. a Ji&n 
"'6 U F F A I.. 0.'' 

~ tummy-.c-bc I bad oot: 11ic.fit 
BUFFALO. 
T~ doct,or ti~ and Kt me ript 
BUFFALO 
Sa11d I "'Old m.ae,, it1 1~ tiftk 0£ .,;.,, 

~}~!.:t!cr:'3!!:"~~~;:_r· 
.. B U F F A L 0," 

Now •kD I'm ck.cl •lkl l•id ovt cold 
BUl-~f'ALO. 
I( I &.tk tbt vndcrulu bald 
BUFFALO. 

;~~:. 5/!:t~/:tr: j'::r' JOUf WOflr 
AJKl IUU'Wff mit with th.r IAJH old •mi.rt, 
"B U f F A L O." 

ll 

PllBUSH.ED BY ntE 

UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO 
lilt 

\~- ---42· -
1~= ~) . ~-

··UUFt',\1,.0" 

___., ·- --­
L- =- :: 

1916 Song Book 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

U. of B. STUDEMTS SONG 

l 
~£ {!ill l 

> > .... HI - M' 

THE BISON IS KING 

'" 

,.,._._.-.w ... -..A4lanl-'-h. 
lt.owhalr . Uiennl........,_.i. 
~~ ............ 
fta.owtud\Mu-t. 
111pc ... 1a111 ... _...._.. 
Now"""'9•Gna. ...... HIio~----,...., ... ,,.....,.. ..... --. 
T»IMft.LMIIIK 
n.--•-ol'U..&11. -

W~• --' .Aw t-, H•._ U. W.W-.. 11.D, '# 

How"i.-'•LOaN~ 
Wbvat•-~tnw. 
n. ... u. ...... 
"""'--, .... Cllli.l. n.-wtta--~r­
Nc,,, ........ u._tau.~; 
ttr~""'-t,..,111.'-JI. 
1,w-,lp•adtbfo .. loQ 
TMl'ffllll-,t¥_.,,. ,,. .......... .,Olaa ... ...... 

1939 Song Book 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

VERTICAL CASE 
Meredith Willson’s Buffalo Fight Song was commissioned in 
1960 by Vice Chancellor for Planning and Development, Dr. 
Edgar B. Cale to replace Robert Mols’ Victory March as the 
definitive fight song of the university. Robert Mols, then Associate 
Professor of music, had written his fight song only four years 
prior, but due to a lack of publicity it had not caught on with the 
students. Looking to boost school spirit, Cale contacted Willson, a 
composer known for his musical, The Music Man. Willson’s fight 
song was written especially for and premiered at a football game 
against West Point that same year. Later in the season, at a 
game against Youngstown, a contest was held for the student 
body to choose a fight song. While the band played each song, 
the students were invited to sing along and choose their favorite 
from the following songs: 

1. Meredith Willson’s Buffalo Fight Song 
2. Irving Cheyette and Edgar Cale’s Go for a 

Touchdown 
3. Robert Mols’ Victory March 
4. Jim Tranter’s Keep Marching 

The Spectrum reported that Robert Mols’ piece was easier to sing 
and had a “true Buffalo fight song caliber” whereas Willson’s 
piece was only possible when performed by professional 
musicians. The Buffalo Bills, a barbershop quartet native to 
Buffalo and made famous by Willson’s The Music Man recorded 
Willson’s fight song with the Arthur Godfrey band. The records 
were sold at the homecoming game. 
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In 1906, the Buffalo Courier announced the premiere of two new 
songs to be performed at a University of Buffalo Theater Party. 
The first was entitled University Hymn of Praise and the second 
Alma Mater Farewell. The music to both songs was composed 
by Clara E. Thoms and the words were written by Alice R. 
Bennett, an 1890 graduate of the University at Buffalo Medical 
School. Bennett also composed the song B U F F A L O which 
was later included in the 1939 Song Book. 

Robert Mols composed Victory March in 1956. It was played at 
the beginning and end of football games as well as each time the 
team scored. For some time, the original lyrics had been believed 
to be lost and, in 2000, Robert Mols was asked to rewrite them. 
Upon presenting the new lyrics to University President William R. 
Greiner, it was discovered that the old lyrics had been in the 
possession of the President’s wife. She declared that she liked 
the new lyrics better. 
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Set to a melody by Lou Breese, the University of Buffalo 
Football Song, was written by Talman Van Arsdale Jr. Arsdale 
received his BA in 1938, his MA in 1940, and his PhD in higher 
education in 1954, all from the University of Buffalo. He also was 
Director of Alumni Relations from 1948-1954 and participated as 
a judge in the 1956 song contest. Breese fronted his own 
orchestra, played the banjo, and hosted a popular radio show in 
the 1930’s and 1940’s. 
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Talman W. Van Arsdale Jr. 
Courtesy of University Archives 

Walter A. Boehm composed the U. of B. Forever March for 
piano, guitar, and two mandolins. He directed and was an active 
member in the University’s Mandolin Club. He was also a teacher, 
publisher, composer, and a Gibson instrument dealer in the city of 
Buffalo. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

1902 Mandolin and Glee Club 
Seated second row, second through fourth person, L to R: Walter 

Boehm, Director; Walter Goodale, General Manager; Samuel 
Botsford, Business Manager 

Courtesy of University Archives 

Go for a Touchdown was written by Irving Cheyette and set to 
music by Dr. Edgar B. Cale. Cheyette was a composer and 
violinist. He joined the Music Department faculty in 1955 and 
helped to develop the now-defunct music education program. 
Cale was Vice Chancellor for University Development. 
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University at Buffalo Marching Band 
Courtesy of University Archives 



 
Kirk Barton, quarterback of the Buffalo Bulls, going for a 

touchdown 
Courtesy of University Archives 
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	The first alma mater for the University at Buffalo was written in 1903 by two alumni, Walter S. Goodale and Samuel B. Botsford. Botsford, lyricist, was a graduate of the Law School in 1902 and Goodale, composer, graduated from the Medical school in 1903. In addition to composing the alma mater, they also established the Glee Club and Mandolin Club, which they maintained and performed in until 1907. The alma mater was arranged for the Glee Club in 1905, by Henry S. Hendy. Additionally, it was arranged for in
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	An article announcing a song contest was published in the Spectrum on Dec. 9, 1955. It called for songs “truly representative of the University of Buffalo.” Song entries were to follow one of two classifications: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	“A University fight song i.e. on the order of the Notre Dame, Wisconsin, George [i.e. Georgia] Tech, etc. victory marches. Songs for this category must be written in a march tempo.” 

	2. 
	2. 
	“A ballad type song i.e. like the Halls of Ivy, Wiffenpoof, Sweetheart Songs etc. Songs of this category must be written at a tempo not to exceed a moderate 4/4 time.” 



	The contest was open to all students, faculty and alumni of the University of Buffalo. Response to the contest was limited. Only 10 entries were received and the judging committee refused to pick a winner in either category from such a small pool of applicants. 
	The judging committee included the following members: Herbert W. Beattie and Robert Mols, founders of the Music Department in 1953 and faculty members; William Everett, representing the alumni; Tom Heanle, representing the student body; Theodore Siekman, Director of Alumni Relations; Talman W. Van Arsdale Jr., Director of the Development Office; and Jack Deeringer, Dean of Students. 
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	Sheets and booklets of UB school songs were released in various collections. Special song sheets were released for various events, such as University Day and the 1929 Endowment Fund Campaign, a movement to raise money for campus improvement and expansion. In the early years of the university, different departments (such as the Pharmacy School) issued their own collections containing songs both about the university and their department as well as other popular songs. As UB grew and became more unified, depar
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	Meredith Willson’s Buffalo Fight Song was commissioned in 1960 by Vice Chancellor for Planning and Development, Dr. Edgar B. Cale to replace Robert Mols’ Victory March as the definitive fight song of the university. Robert Mols, then Associate Professor of music, had written his fight song only four years prior, but due to a lack of publicity it had not caught on with the students. Looking to boost school spirit, Cale contacted Willson, a composer known for his musical, The Music Man. Willson’s fight song w
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	 Jim Tranter’s Keep Marching 


	The Spectrum reported that Robert Mols’ piece was easier to sing and had a “true Buffalo fight song caliber” whereas Willson’s piece was only possible when performed by professional musicians. The Buffalo Bills, a barbershop quartet native to Buffalo and made famous by Willson’s The Music Man recorded Willson’s fight song with the Arthur Godfrey band. The records were sold at the homecoming game. 
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	In 1906, the Buffalo Courier announced the premiere of two new songs to be performed at a University of Buffalo Theater Party. The first was entitled University Hymn of Praise and the second Alma Mater Farewell. The music to both songs was composed by Clara E. Thoms and the words were written by Alice R. Bennett, an 1890 graduate of the University at Buffalo Medical School. Bennett also composed the song B U F F A L O which was later included in the 1939 Song Book. 
	Robert Mols composed Victory March in 1956. It was played at the beginning and end of football games as well as each time the team scored. For some time, the original lyrics had been believed to be lost and, in 2000, Robert Mols was asked to rewrite them. Upon presenting the new lyrics to University President William R. Greiner, it was discovered that the old lyrics had been in the possession of the President’s wife. She declared that she liked the new lyrics better. 
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	Set to a melody by Lou Breese, the University of Buffalo Football Song, was written by Talman Van Arsdale Jr. Arsdale received his BA in 1938, his MA in 1940, and his PhD in higher education in 1954, all from the University of Buffalo. He also was Director of Alumni Relations from 1948-1954 and participated as a judge in the 1956 song contest. Breese fronted his own orchestra, played the banjo, and hosted a popular radio show in the 1930’s and 1940’s. 
	Talman W. Van Arsdale Jr. Courtesy of University Archives 
	Walter A. Boehm composed the U. of B. Forever March for piano, guitar, and two mandolins. He directed and was an active member in the University’s Mandolin Club. He was also a teacher, publisher, composer, and a Gibson instrument dealer in the city of Buffalo. 
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	Go for a Touchdown was written by Irving Cheyette and set to music by Dr. Edgar B. Cale. Cheyette was a composer and violinist. He joined the Music Department faculty in 1955 and helped to develop the now-defunct music education program. Cale was Vice Chancellor for University Development. 
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