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CASE 1

The first alma mater for the University at Buffalo was written in 1903 by two
alumni, Walter S. Goodale and Samuel B. Botsford. Botsford, lyricist,
was a graduate of the Law School in 1902 and Goodale, composer,
graduated from the Medical school in 1903. In addition to composing the
alma mater, they also established the Glee Club and Mandolin Club, which
they maintained and performed in until 1907. The alma mater was arranged
for the Glee Club in 1905, by Henry S. Hendy. Additionally, it was
arranged for instrumental ensemble by Herman E. Schultz, a local
composer, and Livingston Gearhart, composer, pianist and arranger, and
member of the music faculty from 1955-1985. Gearhart’s arrangement can
be found on an LP owned by the Music Library which contains other
favorites of the marching band (see the case Fight songs, Marches, and
More). In 2006, University students updated Botsford’s lyrics and
performed them at the Commencement Ceremony in 2007.
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Alma Mater (arr. by Herman E. Schultz)
1% Violin and Banjo parts



Alma Mater (arr. Livingston Gearhart)
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Page of the 2007 Commencement program featuring the updated
lyrics to the Alma Mater



CASE 2

An article announcing a song contest was published in the Spectrum on
Dec. 9, 1955. It called for songs “truly representative of the University of
Buffalo.” Song entries were to follow one of two classifications:

1. “A University fight song i.e. on the order of the Notre
Dame, Wisconsin, George [i.e. Georgia] Tech, etc. victory
marches. Songs for this category must be written in a
march tempo.”

2. “A ballad type song i.e. like the Halls of Ivy, Wiffenpoof,
Sweetheart Songs etc. Songs of this category must be
written at a tempo not to exceed a moderate 4/4 time.”

The contest was open to all students, faculty and alumni of the University of
Buffalo. Response to the contest was limited. Only 10 entries were

received and the judging committee refused to pick a winner in either
category from such a small pool of applicants.

The judging committee included the following members: Herbert W.
Beattie and Robert Mols, founders of the Music Department in 1953 and
faculty members; William Everett, representing the alumni; Tom Heanle,
representing the student body; Theodore Siekman, Director of Alumni
Relations; Talman W. Van Arsdale Jr., Director of the Development
Office; and Jack Deeringer, Dean of Students.
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Examples of submissions to the Song Contest entered by John Potts



CASE 3

Sheets and booklets of UB school songs were released in various
collections. Special song sheets were released for various events, such as
University Day and the 1929 Endowment Fund Campaign, a movement
to raise money for campus improvement and expansion. In the early years
of the university, different departments (such as the Pharmacy School)
issued their own collections containing songs both about the university and
their department as well as other popular songs. As UB grew and became
more unified, department song sheets were rarely printed; instead, booklets
for the entire university were issued.
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1916 Song Book
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VERTICAL CASE

Meredith Willson’s Buffalo Fight Song was commissioned in
1960 by Vice Chancellor for Planning and Development, Dr.
Edgar B. Cale to replace Robert Mols’ Victory March as the
definitive fight song of the university. Robert Mols, then Associate
Professor of music, had written his fight song only four years
prior, but due to a lack of publicity it had not caught on with the
students. Looking to boost school spirit, Cale contacted Willson, a
composer known for his musical, The Music Man. Willson’s fight
song was written especially for and premiered at a football game
against West Point that same year. Later in the season, at a
game against Youngstown, a contest was held for the student
body to choose a fight song. While the band played each song,
the students were invited to sing along and choose their favorite
from the following songs:

1. Meredith Willson’s Buffalo Fight Song

2. Irving Cheyette and Edgar Cale’s Go for a
Touchdown

3. Robert Mols’ Victory March

4. Jim Tranter’'s Keep Marching

The Spectrum reported that Robert Mols’ piece was easier to sing
and had a “true Buffalo fight song caliber” whereas Willson’s
piece was only possible when performed by professional
musicians. The Buffalo Bills, a barbershop quartet native to
Buffalo and made famous by Willson’s The Music Man recorded
Willson’s fight song with the Arthur Godfrey band. The records
were sold at the homecoming game.









In 1906, the Buffalo Courier announced the premiere of two new
songs to be performed at a University of Buffalo Theater Party.
The first was entitled University Hymn of Praise and the second
Alma Mater Farewell. The music to both songs was composed
by Clara E. Thoms and the words were written by Alice R.
Bennett, an 1890 graduate of the University at Buffalo Medical
School. Bennett also composed the song B U F F A L O which
was later included in the 1939 Song Book.

Robert Mols composed Victory March in 1956. It was played at
the beginning and end of football games as well as each time the
team scored. For some time, the original lyrics had been believed
to be lost and, in 2000, Robert Mols was asked to rewrite them.
Upon presenting the new lyrics to University President William R.
Greiner, it was discovered that the old lyrics had been in the
possession of the President’s wife. She declared that she liked

the new lyrics better.



Robert Mols

Courtesy of University Archives



Set to a melody by Lou Breese, the University of Buffalo
Football Song, was written by Talman Van Arsdale Jr. Arsdale
received his BA in 1938, his MA in 1940, and his PhD in higher
education in 1954, all from the University of Buffalo. He also was
Director of Alumni Relations from 1948-1954 and participated as
a judge in the 1956 song contest. Breese fronted his own
orchestra, played the banjo, and hosted a popular radio show in
the 1930’s and 1940’s.
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Walter A. Boehm composed the U. of B. Forever March for
piano, guitar, and two mandolins. He directed and was an active
member in the University’s Mandolin Club. He was also a teacher,

publisher, composer, and a Gibson instrument dealer in the city of
Buffalo.



1902 Mandolin and Glee Club
Seated second row, second through fourth person, L to R: Walter
Boehm, Director; Walter Goodale, General Manager; Samuel

Botsford, Business Manager
Courtesy of University Archives

Go for a Touchdown was written by Irving Cheyette and set to
music by Dr. Edgar B. Cale. Cheyette was a composer and
violinist. He joined the Music Department faculty in 1955 and
helped to develop the now-defunct music education program.
Cale was Vice Chancellor for University Development.



University at Buffalo Marching Band
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Kirk Barton, quarterback of the Buffalo Bulls, going for a

touchdown
Courtesy of University Archives
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