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Colette Butterick (American, 1943-2020)
Untitled, May 1972
Oil on canvas, 48 x 48 in

Photograph by Julie Pavlock



BLACKBERRIES

Blackberries deep black from the farm stand
little seeds to grind ~ dead & alive & ripe

Spirits taught me to write

Countless spirits writing this
Red juice | threw the book down
Furious!

Poetry you're a ripening disease
Grind write the dead

—Hoa Nguyen
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This version of the Poetry Collection’s 2023 holiday broadside is published in an edition of 1,600. There is also a limited
edition. Copyright © 2023 The Poetry Collection of the University Libraries, University at Buffalo, The State University of
New York. “Blackberries” copyright © Hoa Nguyen. Previously published in Red Juice (Wave Books, 2014) and republished
with permission. Untitled painting by Colette Butterick copyright © the estate of Colette Butterick and used with
permission. Dragon image from The Historie of Serpents by Edward Topsell (William Jaggard, 1608). From the personal
library of Robert Duncan.



