




Once I was a sailor in a fiction of the sea for a made-up self on a boat of 

text . . . I was happy as a comma when the waves broke, lifting me like a 

magic carpet into the changeable mist, then driving me down through 

the indigo gulf on a slant of ablutions, erasure. And what of the mist 

with its long gray hair and crystal kiss — a little template of the fallen 

sky, thickened for disappearing acts — what of its rolling folds, rich as 

a bisque, seething like a surname or a lexicon well? And what of the 

gulf and its plot-driven plunge, its quicksilver slippages — darting 

eels — and leading clues of bluey holes, descending . . . ? Once I was 

or could have been or may yet be a magnificent sailor, spelled out on 

a graph of azure rills, with hologram eyes that tell of spillover holds 

or vanishing dives or shedding selves . . . I bob in the chop, wail in the 

spray, plunder the swells . . . And what of the “was” with its cargo of 

facts; what of the “once” with its blown-open hatch . . . and flowering 

mast . . . and panoramic sails . . .

—Aaron Shurin    
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