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occasion of a constant facetiousness, but they never dared
to go too far, they felt I was rather dangerous. I only
once caught one of them SCratching up a pair of hearts
conjoined with Dicks initials and mine in the bathroom.

1 pushed him into the bath and turned tne taps on. He told
the cocthers and they got hold of & manuscript notebook of
mine that 1 had left on the table with some othner books in |
the Monitor's Room, 1t had poems and bits of essays and
things in it and they annotated it critically in blue chalk’
and all signed their initials except the House Captain

who would have nothing to do with it and thought it rather/”
low. I was simply furious when I found it and made g Hf
gspeech. I said that I wented a2 signed apology from ali the
annotators. 1 sald if I was not given the apélogy within -
an hour I would choose one of them as solely responsible

and punish him. 1 said I would now have a bath and the
first Monitor I met after my bath Iwould knock down.

Whether by accident or whether because ne thought his
position made him secure, the first Monitor I mEEExx met

was the Head Monitor and I did knock him down. It was the
time of the House preparation which only the lMonitors were
free not to attend, but a junior happened to pass on the

way to the lavatory just as this happened so it could not

be hushed up, s0 the House Master sent for me. The House
Master was an excitable elderly men who had some difficulty
in controlling his spittle when he got angry. He made me
sit down in a chair in his study, then he stood over me
clenching his fists and said in his high falsettc voice,

“Do you realise you have done a very brutal action?" His
mouth was bubbling. I was a8 angry as he was and jumped

up and put myself in a posture of defence, so he dropped

his fists. Then I said I would do the same thing to anyone

who, after scribbling facetious remarks on my private
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Notes on UP TO YESTERDAY.

We think there is very l1little to which exception can
be tasken, although of course 1t is impossible to give any
definite assurance on the point in view of the wide inter-
pretation potentially attaching to Lord Cockburn's definition
of the word "obscene".

From this point of view, possibly it would be safer
to delete the passage cﬂmmencing at the bottom of page 151
and running to the greater part of page 152, and also to
modify the wording of the incident at the foot of page 2035.

We agree that the sentence struck through in pencil
on page 63 should be deleted.

Page 28. No doubt you refer to the Headmaster 1incldent.

If so, any actlion teken, would presumably be on the grounds
of 1ibal, and Jjustification would be a complete answer to
such an action,

rages 29 and 83. We do not think there is any occasion fnr
- modification.

rage 96. We presume that Williams is a disguised name.
Gﬁgerwise the passage might be actionable,

Page 173. We see no objection.

In general you wlll appreclate that 1, for any reason,
action were to be taken under Lord Campball'a Act, Counsel
for the Prosecution would have no difficulty in pointing
to particular passages as having a tendency to corrupt
persons whose minds are open to immoral influences, but thils,
as you are no doubt aware, would apply to most of the works
published to-day, and in our view, the manuscript under
review is definitely less prmvacative than ALL QUIET ON THE
WESTERN FRONT, the popularity of which precludes the like-
lihood of any action being taken against Mr, Graves' work.




ac

S

Undoubdtedly the most important point which arises
for consideration is the reproduction of private letters
whilch Mr. Graves has received, including the large number
written by Mr. Siegfried Sassoon.

You are doubtless eware that under the Copyright
Act the copyright of letters remains vested in the writer
or his personal representative, and in our view it is sccord-
ingly essential that Mr. Graves should obtain consent to
publication in each case.

Fage 218. We think 1t might be desirable to modify the
word

ing of the paragraph which we have indicated with a line
in the margin.

Fage 268. Slmilar remarks apply.

Fage 324, As Mr., Becker is now dead this seems to be harm-
ess.

rage 352. 'The allusion to the club secretary might be

onable. He might perhaps be described as "se club
eiadlt, T A Sl

ﬂffi

We have given particular attention to the other
pages to which you refer us, but in our judgment, subject
to the remarks in our previous letter, nothing in them calls
for modification. :
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